REPORT

OF THE

SUPERINTENDENT OF THE NAUTICAL SCHOOL.

New Yorrx Navricar Scroor,
77 Yorx, Dec. 31st, 1877, }

T the Honorable the Board of Education :

GerTLeMEn—I have the honor to submit the Fourth Annual
Report of the New York Nautical School.

Upon the return of the pupils from the leave of ahsence
granted during the holidays, their stndies were resumed and
continued until April 13th, upon which day the school was ex-
amined by Mr, Henry Kiddle, City Superintendent, and Mr.
Thomas F. Harrison, Assistant Superintendent,

The following is an extract from the report of the City Super-
intendent for the month of April ;

“During the same month the Nantical School was visited
and carefully examined. The pupils showed excellent progress
in most of the branches of study prescribed for the Grammar
School, and gave evidence of faithful instruction.”
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After this examination the work of preparing the ship for sea
was begnn. This consisted of removing the deck and hatch
bouses, unhauling portions of the standing rigging, reeving off
running gear, bending sails, refitting boats, &ec., &¢. It was per-
formed in part by the boys, and was excellent practice for

_ them.

On May 16th the ship sailed from New York, and after cruis-
ing for a week in Long Island Sound, ran into New London,
Conn., for the purpose of filling up with wacer for the foreign

<ruise.

On May 26th she sailed from New London, bound to Lisbon,’
Portugal, which port she reached on June 18th.

While in Lisbon the boys were allowed to go ashore twice, re-
maining all day each time. The ship was visited by Hon. Ben-
jamin ‘Moran, the United States Minister to Portugal, and Mr.
Henry W. Diman, the U. 8. Consnl. Visits of ceremony were
also exchanged with the Admiral commanding the Tortuguese
Naval Forces, and the Superintendent of the Naval Arsenal.

Sailing from Lisbon June 28th, the port of Funchal, in the
Island of Madeira, was reached July 2d. Here the boys were
again sllowed to go ashore for one day.

On July 5th the ship sailed from Funchal homeward-bound,
and she anchored-in the harbor of New Londen on Aug. 4th.
From this date until Oct. 22d, she cruised between Glen Cove,

On Oct. 22d, she returned to Rew York and anchored in East
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River near Wall street Ferry,

6th. She was then towed to I
street.

During the cruise the boys were. instructed and exercised in
knotting and splicing, bending,

the lead, log and compass, steering by the compass and by the
wind, reeving and fitting riggin

g, handing boats under sails and
with cars, and in all the evolutions usually performed at gea.

reefing and farling sails, uso of

The graduates were taught sailmaking,
to become proficient in sewin

pateh and in working eringles,

and each one required
g and roping a sail, putting on a.

They were also instructed and made fair progress in practical,
navigation.

On Nov. 15th, the ship wasg carefully inspected‘ and the boys

examined by Oapt. Jno. §. Barnes and Mr. Thoes. P, Ball, mem-
bers of the Council of the N autical School, appointed by the
‘Chamber of Commerce,

The greater part of the day was devoted to this examination,
and at its close the boys were exercised in the .p‘resence of a.
large and distingunished company of gentlemen invited by the
Champber., .

The medals offered by the Chamber
© the three pupils havin
Slmer Ellsworth Mattix,
‘ranklin Wilson, and wer

of Commerce a5 prizes
g the best records were awarded to

James Joseph Keely and Benjamin
€ presented to them by M, Royal

where she remained until Nov,
er berth at the foot of East 234
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Phelps. A detailed report of the day’s excrcises was mad'e b.y
.the Couneil to the Chamber of Commerce, a copy of which is
hereto appended.

On the day following this examination, certificates of gradu-
ation were presented by Hon. Wm. Wood, President of ‘ thz
Board of Education, to 41 boys who had completed the prescribe

courge.

From Nov. 17th until Dee. 10, the pupils were granted the
usual annual leave, and during their ahsence the ship was prz-
pared for winter quarters. On the latter éay, the sch-ool was r
opened and the programme of studies put into operation.

As will be seen by the Surgeon's Report, the health of Ttie
school has been excellent. Put one accident has occarred. e
boy who was injured has entirely recovered, and will go to sea
in a few days.

All f the graduates of last year who elected to go to sea
Were/ﬁiaced in good ships, and therepcrts of those who I‘1ave btj:en
heard from are favorable. No difficulty is experienced in finding

positions for those recently graduated. All will soon be pro-
vided for.

The interest manifested in the school by ship owners, masters

-and others connected with the merchant marine is even greater

than it was last year.

i ‘ .. 999
‘The whole number tanght during the past year.........
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Appended to this report are—

Statement of expenses of the school for 18771.

Report of Surgeon.

Report of Council of Nautical School to Chamber of Com

merce,
Respectfully submitted,

R. L. PHYTHIAN,
Supt. of N. Y. Nautical Sehool.

Statement showing expenses of N, Y. Nautical School Shi

“8t. Mar- " for the year 1877. ’
Salaries of officers and crew.............. $13,012 12
Provisions and mess expenses ............ 8’095 23
Fuel and light........... Chren e, ,828 02
Ship chandlers’ stores.................. . 2,300 82
Towing and pilotage .................... , 92 10
Drogs oo 106 68
Repalrs and furniture .................. . 268 35
Books and stationery. ... ... Ceveas ceinas 37 15
Sundries during the summer cruise. . . . . . .. 1,564 98

———

$26,396 65

........ R [):
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N. Y. Navrnoat ScrooL-sate, St. Marys,
New Yurg, Dec. 31st, 1877.

Qrr—T have the honor to make the following report of the

Medical Department of this ship for the year ending December
31st, 1877:

As may be seen by the tabulated statement accompanying this
report, the distressing disease, Tonsillitis, has been of freguent:

occarrence.

Many persons appear to have, by nature, a strong predisposi-
tion to this affection, and, in tbem, its attacks are more or less
frequent; oceurring at particular seasons, and commonly during

the variable weather of spring and antnmn.

Boys, being naturally careless and susceptible to climatie in-
fluences, are, on shipboard, in spite of the safeguards thrown
around them, constantly exposing themselves, and hence so large

a number of eases of throat aflection.

The general health of the boys has been good, and it is with
pleasure that Lreport neither death nor epidemic to have occurred

. during the year.

No boy has been discharged for physical disability.

The dislocation, at Lisbon, of the ankle of our Executive
Officer, Licutenant DeLong, was of a serious nature, but from

the injury he has entirely recovered.

Upon arriving at Lisbon, the very feeble condition of Dr.
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Burleigh, Senior Medical Officer of th
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Burleigh, Senior Medical Officer of the ship, rendered hig .

fe-r to a hospital necessary. For him to have attempted to r tans-
with us would have been extremely hazardous, and he Wae .
nitted to remain until such time as the Snrgem; in char e(ffr;zr—
hospital should deem it prudent for him to wndertake fhe our
l::ey hom.e. e recovered sufficiently to rejoin the ship, wJI(:;:
t; ::ias]:_led until November 6th, when another attack Tecessi-

He is now at his home somewhat improved,

The several fractures noted in the tabulated statement vep
readily united, and the perfect use ard freedom of the 1i by
have been recovered, -

The most serious accident happening to us during the yes
and one theatening, for some days, the life of the ho occ. :;
shortly after the ship anchored in New London harbo? n oltlzr]l;e
return from abroad. W. W, Howd, the unfortu'nat,e fad felli
ir.om the main topgallant yard, a distance of 65 feet disloca’t' N
bis right shoulder, bruising his face and limbs, severe’;l in'urTng
one knee, and receiving & concussion of the spine yrm;u Tng
paralysis of the lower extremities. From this eom,I}i)eat' Lo
troubles he has entirel ¥ recovered. preon of

To pll'event disease has been the aim of the medical office

To this end rione but those boys of sound bodies have b .
:.a.d'mitted; cleanliniess of body, clothing and beddiny is o
]ome::l; wholesome food ig furnished, and their mezls cgarefutlaln-
examined; the decks kept serupulously clean; di.einfectantz
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used when needed ; proper ventilation is not neglected, and a

qualitative analysis of a specimen of all water introduced into

the ship is made.

The accompanying table will exhibit the classes and number
-of diseases of the past year.
Very respectfully,

J. Jorn Pack,
Asst. Surgeon, N. ¥. N. School,

To Commander R. L. Pyruiax, U. 8. N,
Superintendent N. ¥. N, School.
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NAUTICAL SCHOOL « ST. MARY’S.>»

LBeport of sick, from Janvary 1st, to Decembep 31st, 1877,

Diseases.

Constipatio .

Colica, . ,.o........

Choler morbus, . ..,

Cholaemia

Chanecroid,

Diarrhees,

Dislocatio

Febris intermittens

Fractura

Gastric catarrh. ...

Gonorrhea

Discharged to
Duty.

Diseases.

| Admitted,

Discharged to
Duty.

To the (

The C
of the C
with the
the regu
ghip “ 83

Hyperarmis hepa-
t1s chroniea. . .,
Neuralgia

Nephralgia

Necrosis

Paronychia,

Pleuritis

Palpitatio ....,..,

Synovitis..........

Stremma

Tonsillitis

Yulous ineisum.. .,

Vulnus contusum ..
Vulnus venenatum,

Vulnus punctatum.

Novent

The ¢
mittee t
of the
young ¥
structio
nating
protessi

gation 4

ticalarl

The
adopte!

and cu

deck, 3
them.

The
two, v}
.tion al

' gradu:

Total number sick days

Daily average number

of patients

........................................ 481

ei ghte



NAUTICAL SCHOOL « 8T, MARY’S.” To the Chamber of Commerce:
RBeport of sick, from January 1st, to December 31st, 1877,

The Committee composing the Council of the Nautical School

T T T T T of the City of New York beg leave to report tba:c in a,(?,cordancle‘
2 ﬁ with the laws and rules establishing and governing this school,
Diseases, E §“<§‘ ,337 Diseases. ?.3' g"%‘ 4 the regular Annual Examination was held on board the school-
é E ) E fg EQ ;‘é: ship “St. Mary’s,” then lying in the Kast River, on the 15th of
N R A T November, 1877,
Ambustto.......... N H{giﬁﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ§ 1 The examination was conducted in the presence of this Com-
Abscessns ..., ... S| 94........ Neuralgia ....,.. R I O o by the oﬂ'icel‘s of the ship, who have been the instructors
Balanitis,... ... ... il 14........ Nephralgia. . . ... .. L O ritiee by i d its general result was very gatisfactory, the
Bronehitis,. ., ... 3| 8(....... Neerosis ... ... ..., 1 of the pup! S’Xfr-lbitin every evidence of careful systematic in-
Catarrhus ... ... 31 8:........ Otitls............. 1 young- mﬁ-n eh y dinga duties of seamen, while the first or grad-
Conjunetivitis, . . ., 31 8 ........ Otalgia ........... 1 stru'Ufﬂon . 'Orabm;y to leave the sehool and enter upon their
Constipatio ., ..., 44 40....... Prneumonitis , . . .., 1 uatlfng 0 119;59;]1“0(;:‘;(1 a very fair knowledge of the science of navi-
Colica. ............ 101, Paronychia. . . .. o o2 PP‘Z.;:S:;(; of the higher branches of studies adapted more par-
Choler morbus. . , , 21 2. v .| Pleuritis, ..., .. 2 fii;]aﬂy to the practice of their future vocation.
Cholaomia ... ... .. T Palpitatio ..., ... 1 ' xaminati
Chancroid,..... ... 31 8(........ Synovitis..,.......] 1 The form of the inBPGCtiOD of the Ship. an(jl the exammﬁtw; |
Diarrheea , .. ... el Stremma ..., ., 8 adopted by the Council st the la.s't exarfnnatlofl o O};;e;:eal,‘
Dislocatio ........ 2} 2 SR;'}!?;P Tonsillitis., , . ..... 27 and consisted in m1.;|sterizfilleigﬂii’l:(:;lZS;J:EZ::; ufhoallacterpt(}
Febrls intermittens, 4 | 4 " Fibuls Vulnus incisum....| 5 deck, and addressing a b ‘
Practura . ..,..... 41 4 ‘Hﬁﬁﬁgs Vulnus contusum ..| 6 them. .
Fumnunculus, , . .. 6| 61 ..2% | vulnus venenatum.| 3 ¥ The total number of pupils present for examination was ninety-
Gastric catarth....| 1| 1., . Vulnus punctatum.| 8 two, of which forty-one have completed the course of instrue-
Gonorrhees, .., ., ol ... -tion allotted by the Board ot Education, and were prepared fo'r
Hernia.. .,....... 1! 1 |Ingninal - graduation- Of the first or graduating class the average age is
—_— )

ighteen years, all of them fine-looking, neat lads, in sound phys-
Total number sick days. .. 481 : = o8
Daily average number of patients
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ieal condition, sufficiently pProving the

satisfactory discipline and
training of the school.

The forms and interna) rules ang r
are clogely followed so far ag is
appointments, equipments,
of the scholars, bears very
8hips of the N avy,

egulations of a man-ot.war
possible, and the vesse] in her
and arrangements, for the comfort
favorable comparison with the school-

The food furnished the school by the Board of Education ig
plain bat substantial, and the Surgeon’s report shows that the

&eneral health of the pupils is excellent, and that no serions ill-
ness or accident has ocenrred during the year.

Following the inspection of the scholars and ship,
were dismissed to the lower deck, arranged in classes a
struction, and your Committee attended each class in ¢
tioning the individnals and listening to their recitatio
ducted by their instructors,

the boys
s for in-
urn, ques-
ns as con-
To the members of the graduating
class were given examples in Davigation, comprising the prob.
lems of finding the latitude and longitnde of a ship by dead
reckoning, latitude by meridian altitades
star, and the longitude by time sights.
Teadiness questions upon the variation of th

of the sun and polar
They answered with
© compass, the uge of

811

charts and nautical instruments, showing thronghout very care-
ful instruction and fair proficiency. :

This class was further examined upon the ordiua'ry work (;f

seamen, in which they showed very coTlsiderable- prac;neall k(l';l{;:(;
edge in handling sails, knotting, splicm.g, markmg the e:. i
log lines, mending and fitting sails, boxing the c?mpai:s, El e ding
and handling a ship, reeving, running, and fitting the sﬁ a-n " g
rigging. Some of this elass showed very marked p];o c:tio.z:,
and with the experience which will come to.thern by obsery Th;
will soon be competent to perform the duties of officers. o
examination of this class was conducted with.tl}e pur}i)ose o" :;Lll
rying out the directions of this Chamber, whieh, ait the ;n:iatioi
meeting of December of last year, voted an annua Aapprt}p e
of $150, to be expended in prizes to be presented t(; ‘ llest e
boys of the graduating class, who should show the 1gtef o
gree of excellence for the entire year. At the re(%ues“o N
Committee, the officers exhibited to .them a merit-roll, .(;Oof
taining a list of the graduates and showing the averag; mel;ooI
each individual, as determined by the recor(lls of the so
From this merit-roll it appears that the fo}low1fng n‘sfm.ed y'on}m%;d
men are entitled to the honor of preference as being .custmg_.);ms 1edL
in the order named, for gerecal attent.:ic?n to their dtltlea and
studies, and marked proficieney and activity as seamen :

No 1, Elmer Ellsworth Mattix, 18 years 9 months.
hl
No. 2, James Joseph Keeley, 19 years.

No. 8, William Franklin Wilson, 19 years 3 months. |




Elbert W, Baker,
Jacob C, Hitzel,
John McCune,

William J. Bryant, John Cqerny,

John H, Cassidy, Charles P, Koelly,
Clarence M. Grodevant, :
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The justice of the record was full

y established by theip ap
bearance, and the results of our exam

ination,

Your Committee had

previously cansed to be prepared a die,
from which three medals

had been strack,

one of silver and two
of bronze, with appropriate devices and in

scriptions,

Later in the day and in presence of & Dnumerous assemblage
-comprising a large number of mem

above-named boys were furmall
our distingnighed associate,

- panied the presentation wiih
advice.

bers of this Chamber, the

Royal Phelps, Esq., who aceom-
fitting words of encow agement and

From the record, the statementg of the

officers, and from the
examination,

it appeared that great emulation hag
st the boys for the possession of these marks of distinetion,
and, at the instance of the Board of Edueation, the following
named boys were also awarded by a book as a token of apprecia-
tion of their general good conduct, and excellence in their gty-
dies and dutjes,

been exeited
among

Elbert W. Baker,
Jacob C. Hitzel,
John MeCune,

William J, Bryant, John Cqerny,

John T, Cassidy, Charles P. Kelly,
~ Clarence M. Grodevant,

Council atte

nded the examination of the Janior Class, compria-
ing boys wh

0 have been in attendance wpon the schop) for one
Year or less. The examination was confined to ascertaining their

Y presented with the medals by .
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'knowleage of the general duties of an ordinary seaman, includ-

- ) . 4 - . nn .
ing practical exhibitions in knotting, splicing, reeving, running

and fitting standing rigging, boxing the compass, handling sails,

' i ici i as i of
in effect ascertaining their proficiency in such work

-ordinary daily oceurrence on shipboard.

In regard to this class, they exhibited evidence of very fair
average ability, some of them showing very marked aptitude for

the life and work of a sailor.

These examinations occupied the entire forenoon of the fiay.
At the invitation of the Chamber, a large number of visitors

sembled on board of the ship in the afternoon, and under the
. a8

()ﬁ] ers val t ma Hye per
-(11!'6013101’18 0{ the C 1ons ev()lu 107 we

aloft, including loosing and turling sails, re-eﬁng t-opsa.ils; ma,k.lttldg
sail o topgallant sails and royals, trimmmg sails to tualvvlit ,
ete., which were all performed with celerity s'l,nd regl.l ara rii
'The boys were also exercised at firequarters, and in .ma‘nmngf o
rowing the ship's boats. Owing to the spa:rs andf rlgﬁmg f) he
“St. Marys” being very heavy, being precisely .]'1ke t 08; 1nf0re—
-on regular sea-going ships.of our navy, the rails upon the

mast alone were handled.

Your Committee renew the recommendation in the last Anm'lal
Report, that, if practicable, the school-ship should be rigged 1t1)1ke
, , ‘
o merchantman, as better adapted to the strength and num els_

.of the scholars.

The total number of boys present at the examination was

ninety-two, of whom forty-one were in the graduating class, and
-two, . re . -
for whom places are to be found in ships sailing from this port
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desired in placing the graduates in vessels bound wpon long vo

- y.
ages, which are preferable to short ones, for obvious reasons

At the last annual examination, fifty-eight boys were gradu-.

ate:,d, of which nnmber forty-one went to sea before the mast, in
ships, mostly bound npon voyages to China and San Franci;co
Reports from these boys, so far as received .

are encouragine -
] ng 3
few of them voral

are already serving as third mates, and several are-

promised mates’ positions at the termination of their present
voyages. |

During the past summer the achéol-ship hag made a vovage to.

Enrope, tonching at Lisbon and Madeira. She sailed from New
York on the 15th of May last, and returned

United VStates on the 4th of August, having
days actually at sea, and underway.

to the waters of the-
been fifty-six days.

The number of boys on bhoard during this voyage was one-

hundred and twenty-eight, constituting the working crew of the.

vessel. From the 4th of August to the 25th of October when

the ship resumed her station in the East River, she was c;uis' :
in Long Island Sound. During the winiter months th on.
moored to the dock in the East River, where the off
applications for admission to the sehool, and are

Instroeting the boys in the elementary branches o
school education, as well as

e ship Hes
CErs receive-
employed in
f a common
. in their duties as seamen, Abont
twenty per cent. of the boys applying for admission fail in pags.
ing the physical examination required, '

815

Since the establishment of the school, three hundred and nine-
four boys have been admitted under the rules, and received in-
struction. The course of instruction contemplates two years’
residence on board. About one hundred and fifty boys can be
comfortably provided for and instructed at one time; but this
number has never yet been reached, and the attendance con-
stantly varies; many finding, on trial, that the life is unsuited or
disagrecable to them ; gome proving idle and indifferent, and a

few being dismissed for bad conduet and disregard of the rules.

By special provisions of the law establishing this school, no
boy can be received on board as s punishment, or as a commuta-
tion of punishment tor erime; but it is not easy to divest the
minds of the public of the idea that the school is in some mea-
sure a reformatory, and this misconception undoubtedly deters
many from entering. When this shall be overcome, and it be-
comes generally known that the Nautical School is a part of the
general system of public instruetion, governed in the same man-
ner as the other publie schools of the city, and its expenses de-
frayed out of the common school fund, it is hoped and believed
that it will draw to it yonng men in sufficient numbers of proper

character and qualifications,

It should be borne in mind that as yet the school is an exper-
iment. This being but the third year of its existence, many impor-
tant changes may be made to increase the scope of its uscfulness-
But it is an experiment which this city can well afford to make.
It raises, by taxation, immense sums annnally for educational
purposes, and distributes yearly, all over the country, at the cost
of its citizens, recruits to every other field of private and public
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ugefulness; but until the establishment of this school, no effort.

has been made, and hardly a dollar of public money has been
expended to encourage or educate its youth in the exercise of a
profession so closely connected with its prosperity and influence.

Ammerican ships, with American officers and American crews,
are, as we all know, among the memories of the past; but it can
not be believed that this nation will remain contented to be

waited upon, like the effeminate and helpless, by the ships and

people of other nations.

There must be American ships for American sailors; laws and

restrictions which have driven our vessels from the ocean must

. be swept aside, and a full and free scope given to'that enter-

prise which once gave the American flag so respectable a posi-

tion among the commercial nations of the world.

This school-ship, with the very moderate results as yet devel-
oped from it, is the small beginning of a movement in the right
direction. 1t is not pretended that it is a perfected Ejste(n ; such
a8 it ig, it has been established in the face of many difficulties
and general apathy, and at a period of great commereial depres-
sion. It is in some measure placed under the care of this associ-
ation. Much is expected at your hands, individually and coliec-

tively, to farther its objects, and promote its uselulness. Its fu-

ture development will largely depend upon the active interest :

and personal exertions of the merchants and ship-owners of the
city of New York.

Your Comtnittee beg to refer the members of the Chamber to
the previous reports of the Council for the laws establishing the
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Nautical School, and under which it is maintained, and for infor-

mation regarding its vrogress.

Woe beg, in closing this report, to refer to the officers of the
United States Navy who have acted as Superintendent and
instructors, and to whom the city ig indebted for whatever of
suecess has becn attained by it.

Commander Robert L. Phythian, and Lieutenants George W.
DeLong and J. J. Hunker, Master Robert G. Peck, Passed
Assistant Surgeon D. C. Burleigh, and Assistant Surgeon J. J.
Peck, have been earnestly and zealously engaged in performing
really laborious work in the face of -many discouragements, and
for their disinterested and watchfnl care of the institution con-
fided to them this association and community owe their grateful

acknowledgments.

Your Ceramittee regret that the absence of its Chairman, Mr.
Charles H. Marshall, now abroad, has deprived them of his
assistance in conduncting this examination, and prevented his

joining in this report.
Very respectfully,
Your obedieut servants,

Jonn 8. Barnss, | Council Nawtical School,
Traomas P. Bart, { Chamber of Commnerce. .

New Yorg, December 15, 1877.




